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The Department of English organized this lecture as an induction programme for the newly

enrolled BA students and a capacity building initiative for the second year BA students. In his

1-hour lecture Prof. Vijaya Kumar talked to the students about the relevance of the

humanities discipline in this day and age. He also gave various tips to the student on

improving their vocabulary and other language skills. He shared anecdotes from his teaching

days to drive home his points about the importance of language learning and the transaction

of the same in the classrooms. When students asked him questions about compiling a

reading list, he gave various suggestions ranging from Somerset Maugham to Salman

Rushdie. The Q & A session following the talk was peppered with queries from teachers

about sustaining student interest in the era of attention economy, and students asking

questions about multiple difficulties encountered in the process of language learning.
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